Most Frequently Asked Questions

Asbestos Containing Materials and Waste Materials

Renovation/Demolition

For Non-Profit Entities
Question 1: 
I need information regarding the removal of asbestos shingles on a church that was damaged during hurricane Gustav.  The entire roof needs to be replaced, especially since the hurricane duet came through.  We are having trouble with the insurance covering the cost and are looking for ways to go ahead with replacing the entire roof that won't leave us in debt.
 

Does the church need to go through a contractor to remove the shingles? Or can a volunteer crew do it? 

Response: To answer definitively, I would need additional information; however, I think I may have covered all types of roofing below:

Category I type asbestos roofing (asphalt based roofing), is a non-regulated material and a commercial license with a specialty in asbestos is not required by the La. State Licensing Board for Contractors (LSLBC).  Volunteers may remove the roof.

If you are removing Category II type asbestos roofing (cement based shingle roofing), licensing requirements are determined by the manner in which the Cat II cement based asbestos shingles are removed.  As long as the shingles are not subjected to sanding, grinding, cutting, abrading, crushed, or thrown to the ground, and the material is taken off by hand with minimal breakage, the asbestos shingles should not be made regulated.  If the shingles remain in good condition, the material is a non-regulated material and a commercial license with a specialty in asbestos is not required by the LSLBC.  Similarly, if the asbestos material is “not regulated”, training and accreditation for workers and supervisors by LDEQ is not required. 

Volunteers may remove the asphalt based and cement based shingles in the manner noted above. However, work practice standards which minimize any risks by using water and minimize breakage to minimize your health risks while removing, bagging or placing on a trailer on polyethylene & sealing with tape, prior to transporting this type of waste material is recommended.  Tyvec disposal coveralls and ½ face respirators with purple filters, which can be found at supply houses as well as with long sleeves, long pants, and gloves are recommended.   

Disposal of the non-regulated asbestos Cat I and Cat II is regulated by the LDEQ Waste Division, and must be disposed in a permitted Solid Waste Landfill that has a management plan in place to handle such material.  The material may be brought to the landfill in bulk in a polyethylene lined truck or trailer, or bagged in heavy duty leaf or other heavy duty trash bags. This type of material may be disposed in a Type III Construction and Demolition (C&D) debris landfill if permitted by LDEQ to accept this waste and has a management plan in place. Call the landfill ahead of time to ensure that they accept “non-regulated” asbestos material without the use of a manifest.  

Type I and II landfills may also accept this type of waste if permitted to do so. Following is a link to find of list of these types of landfills, http://www.deq.louisiana.gov/portal/tabid/259/Default.aspx under the heading, Permitted Landfill Information.
· Permitted Type I and II Landfills 

· Permitted Type III C&D Landfills 

In addition, attached is a link in which “regulated” asbestos material may be disposed with a manifest issued by the department, or “non-regulated” asbestos material that may be disposed without the use of a manifest.  Call the landfill ahead to ensure that they accept “non-regulated” asbestos material without the use of a manifest.  http://www.deq.louisiana.gov/portal/tabid/2883/Default.aspx   under the heading: Louisiana Recognized Asbestos Landfills. 
For your additional information, please see the definition of Regulated Asbestos-Containing Material in the Air regulations:  LAC 33:III.5151.B at http://www.deq.louisiana.gov/portal/Default.aspx?tabid=1674, or as noted below:

Regulated Asbestos-Containing Material (RACM):
a.
friable asbestos material;

b.
Category I nonfriable ACM that has become friable;

c.
Category I nonfriable ACM that will be or has been subjected to sanding, grinding, cutting, or abrading; or

d.
Category II nonfriable ACM that has a high probability of becoming or has become crumbled, pulverized, or reduced to powder by the forces expected to act on the material in the course of demolition or renovation operations regulated by this Subchapter.

If you have any other questions, please email me at Jodi.Miller@la.gov or call at 225-219-0789.
2. Question:

What Notifications are required by La. Dept. of Environmental Quality for Demolition and/or Renovation activities?

Response:

Notification of any Demolition activity regardless of whether the building contains asbestos must be submitted to the LDEQ.  If the building contains no asbestos or contains only Category 1 asbestos in good condition, the notification of demolition must be submitted via a Negative Declaration using the AAC-2 form which can be found on the Asbestos web site at http://www.deq.louisiana.gov/portal/tabid/2883/Default.aspx. There is no fee to submit a Negative Declaration (AAC-2) form, and it may be faxed in to begin the mandatory 10-work day notice.  

Notification of any Renovation activity which disturbs Regulated Asbestos Containing Material (RACM) requires a 10-work day notice.  The typed/completed form must be mailed or hand delivered with fee.  See AAC-2 form for fee information.  The Asbestos Notification for Demolition or Renovation (AAC-2 form) can be found at the LDEQ Asbestos webpage at http://www.deq.louisiana.gov/portal/Default.aspx?tabid=2251.   Note: 10-work day notification is waved for the affected Hurricane areas; however, notification is required within 24 hours of abatement commencement.   

3. Question:

At our church/school, we need to renovate some of our floors which have vinyl tiles from the mid to late 1970s that I assume have asbestos.  They are in good condition, but do not look good.  Do I need to get permission, fill out a form, or anything special to let bids on the removal and replacement of the floor tiles in question?

Response: 
The removal of this type of floor may or may not be regulated depending on how the floor is removed. 

Vinyl Asbestos Tile (VAT) is considered a Category 1 non-regulated material. Basically, if the VAT is not subjected to chipping, sanding, grinding, cutting, or abrading, then it is not regulated.  If a chipper or other mechanical means is used it will probably become regulated & subject to all asbestos regulations.  You may use, heat, dry ice, water, etc. and remove the VAT by hand with the use of a flat shovel basically keeping most of the material intact & the VAT will be considered “Non-Regulated.”

If the VAT is made “Regulated”, all of the regulations apply:

1- 10-day notification using an AAC-2 form at the main LDEQ Asbestos webpage at http://www.deq.louisiana.gov/portal/tabid/2883/Default.aspx.

2- Use of a Licensed Contractor

3- Accredited personnel, including Workers, Contractor/ Supervisors, and Project Designers (for any school K-post graduate).

3- Wetting, Leak-tight containers, use of a SW Transporter, and proper disposal (required whether it is regulated or not).

Basically all of the asbestos regulations in LAC 33:III.5151 and 27 can be found on the LDEQ’s Rules and Regulations web page at http://www.deq.louisiana.gov/portal/Default.aspx?tabid=1674. 
See the definitions below to determine whether the material is or will be regulated:

Regulated Asbestos-Containing Material (RACM:
a.
friable asbestos material;

b.
Category I nonfriable ACM that has become friable;

c.
Category I nonfriable ACM that will be or has been subjected to sanding, grinding, cutting, or abrading; or

d.
Category II nonfriable ACM that has a high probability of becoming or has become crumbled, pulverized, or reduced to powder by the forces expected to act on the material in the course of demolition or renovation operations regulated by this Subchapter.

Friable Asbestos Material—any material containing more than 1 percent asbestos as determined by using the method specified in Appendix A, Subpart F, 40 CFR, Part 763, Section 1, Polarized Light Microscopy that, when dry, can be crumbled, pulverized, or reduced to powder by hand pressure. If the asbestos content is less than 10 percent as determined by a method other than point counting by polarized light microscopy (PLM), verify the asbestos content by point counting using PLM, or an equivalent EPA approved estimation technique, or assume the amount to be greater than one percent and treat the material as asbestos-containing material.
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