	SWRR II Recycling Subgroup Meeting Summary # 2

	11/22/2011

	

	Meeting began at approximately 9:30 am in DEQ Room 519.  

	Our next meeting may be 12/7/11 or 12/14/11, depending on when we can get Steven Cheatham from the Recycling Foundation to come and discuss recycling markets, regulatory hindrances to recycling, suggestions to encourage recycling, etc.

	

	The subgroup offered no new topics to discuss, but the following comments were made:     

	

	1. Can the Louisiana Department of Economic Development bring in an industry that utilizes recycled material to boost recycling in Louisiana?
2. "Bottle Bills" imposing deposits on containers for return/recycle have been brought before the legislature but never passed.
3. The following comments were made on Patrick Devillier's woodwaste proposal:

	· Is there really a problem that needs fixing?  A Louisiana Department of Agricultural Best Management Practice Plan should be adequate to cover most wood salvage & re-use activities.
· Woodwaste should not be exempted entirely from regulation because it’s difficult to get back under regulation.
· Residential households may not want anyone picking through their trash or woodwaste at the curb, suppose they leave a mess?

	· Woodwaste is not waste if it’s not discarded by the generator.

	· If a generator discards woodwaste one day, can he call it undiscarded if someone comes by asking for it on another day?

	· Woodwaste processing and disposal must still be permitted.  This activity should not be deregulated and left to local government zoning discretion.

	· Woodwaste must be state-regulated because it provides uniformity; its confusing if each parish or community regulates it differently.

	· Does woodwaste disposal present any environmental risk, besides the potential of being a nuisance?  Nature drops trees, branches and leaves every day on undeveloped property for natural recycling.

	· DEQ already exempts brick, stone, and asphaltic roadbed material from permitting requirements and processing/disposal standards, provided it is managed in an environmentally sound manner - why not woodwaste?

	· Perhaps the definitions of woodwaste and yard trash can be modified to exclude salvaged woodwaste for private use, but not commercial.

	· There is a problem because the regulations prohibit generators from offering woodwaste to unregistered transporters.  In addition, transporters can only transport woodwaste to a permitted processing/disposal facility.

	

	

	



